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Quick Poll: 
On a scale of 1 – 5, 
how familiar are you with 
Open Educational Resources? 
1 = not familiar  
5 = very familiar
Please answer in the chat! ☺
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What are OER?
“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, 
learning, and research materials that are either (a) in 
the public domain or (b) licensed in a manner that 
provides everyone with free and perpetual permission 
to engage in the 5R activities [retain, reuse, revise, 
remix, redistribute].”
creativecommons.org
“True” OER: the five Rs
✔ Retain – make, own, and control a copy of the resource
✔ Reuse – use your original, revised, or remixed copy of the 
resource publicly
✔ Revise – edit, adapt, and modify your copy of the resource
✔ Remix – combine your original or revised copy of the resource 
with other existing material to create something new
✔ Redistribute – share copies of your original, revised, or 

































❑ Kahoot! games & 
quiz templates
❑ Quizzes & Test Banks
Why Open 
& Why Now?
What the Research Says
▪ The cost of college textbooks rose at a rate of 88% from January 2006 through July 2016. 
– U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2016
▪ Students have reported the following negative results of the high cost of traditional textbooks: 
not purchasing the required textbook (64.2%), not registering for specific courses (42.8%), taking fewer 
courses (40.5%), dropping courses (35.6%), and earning poor grades (22.9%). – Florida Virtual Campus, 
2018
▪ Numerous studies have shown that students perform as well or better in courses using OER textbooks 
and other course materials compared to traditional textbooks. – Open Education Group, Review Project
▪ OER has been proven to improve end of course grades and reduce DFW rates, particularly for students 
who are Pell recipients, part-time, or from traditionally underserved groups. 
– International Journal of Teaching & Learning in Higher Education, 2018
▪ 62% of surveyed GSU students experienced at least one form of basic needs insecurity. – #RealCollege 2021 
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Benefits to Faculty





•Diversity represented in content
 
One size . . . does not fit all!
Benefits to GSU & More
OER Supports GSU’s 
Mission, Vision, & Core 
Values




o Open Access Resources
o Library Resources: articles, unlimited-access ebooks/chapters, 
class or assignment research guides)
o Be aware of Openwashing & Openwrapping:
“Having an appearance of open-source and open-licensing for 
marketing purposes, while continuing proprietary practices.“ – Audrey 
Watters
o How open is it? Check the CARE Framework
Recommended Resources
• OER Research Guide from GSU Library
• Open Education Network
• Open Education Group
• Open Pedagogy Notebook
• Creative Commons
• OER Handbook for Educators
• Open Textbook Library
• Openstax
• BCcampus




❖ Illinois Support for Creation of Open Educational Resources (SCOERs):
CARLI and the University of Illinois System have been awarded a $1.08 
million Open Textbooks Pilot Program grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education.
❖ GSU OER Program 
Questions?
